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priesthood, for a large proportion of all products,
manufactures and returns from labor went to the
Inca and to the priests. Under the law, the head of
each family received a portion of land, comparative
to the size of his f amily, a certain number of llamas,
or alpacas If in a pastoral community, or the equiv-
alent in other possessions. But the fruits of his own
and his family's labors and Industry were not theirs
to do with as they pleased. Everything was divided
Into three portions: the first for the Inca; the second
for the "Sun" or Church; and the third part for the
community or people. But it must be admitted, to
the credit of the Incas and the priests, that once the
two-thirds allotted to them were acquired there were
no further demands upon the people. From the gov-
ernment's share all public works were carried out, all
expenses of the enormous army, of wars and of con-
quests defrayed, all the pomp and luxuries of the
royal family paid, all the costs of maintaining a com-
plex, expensive and ceremonial religion taken care
of. Moreover, In the case of outlying tribes and races
which had been brought under Incan dominion, but
formed no truly integral part of the Empire, the an-
nual tribute or taxes they were forced to pay were
equally divided among State, Church and common-
wealth. Largely this tribute was in the form of gold,
precious and semiprecious stones, copper, silver and
other riches. It was mainly from these outside
sources that the Incan people secured the incredible
quantities of precious metals and gems which so
aroused the cupidity of the Spaniards, and led di-
rectly to the destruction of the Incan Empire.
The empire, however, was already on the decline.